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Following a year of many disruptions
and changes for everyone, we have
lots to report about the work of RSVP.
One of the core projects of RSVP has always been
the feeding program at Mihabura primary school.
This consisted of a cup of porridge for those in P1- 5,
and then a meal for P6 pupils. Before this initiative
many of Mihabura’s pupils were lucky if they got a
meal in the evening.
Its no surprise that the nutritional support from
school was transformative for both their well-being
and academic results (Figure 1). This shown as we
collected data during the pilot years of the feeding
program. Table 1 shows the end of primary (P6)
exam results that function somewhat similar to the
’11 plus exam’. The program was implemented in
2008.
Although a cup of porridge for each child is only
12p and the meals are 45p, with a school of over
a 1000 students for academic years on end, it
becomes an expensive program.

www.rsvpcharity.org.uk

We have individual supporters and HATW (Hands
Around The World, our partner charity in Rwanda)
to thank for propping it up when RSVP were not
able to. There was a point it became so difficult
that there was no program at all. We were all so
disappointed that it came to this.
However through the generosity of RSVP’s
supporters and some of the fundraising endeavors
over the last couple of years, we have been over
the moon to announce to Mihabura that we can
restart this initiative!
The feeding program has had to adapt to the
changes that the COVID-19 situation has thrown at
us. The primary 1 class will need to re-do their first
year of school since lockdown started 3 months
into their school experience. This year Mihabura
has received the new primary 1 pupils as well
which means there is an extra year of children
(over 100) to feed. From a financial perspective this
makes it extremely hard to give a proper meal to
the P6 kids. We will need to compromise by giving
P6 two cups of porridge since they attend school
for the morning and afternoon, and we don’t want
any child going without food.

Quantifiable Impact: National Test Results 2013 (11 Plus Equivalent)
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Mihabura

5

7

10

13

15

12

6

19

26/51 (50.9%)

Muko

-

-

-

9

4

7

15

22

40/88 (45.4%)

Ryankana

7

7

5

4

7

2

3

10

16/41 (39%)

Bugarama

13

8

4

3

1

20

9

10

20/74 (27%)

Kibangira

3

3

5

4

5

10

6

5

2/33 (6%)

2013

Figure 1 - National test results from 2005-2013

Some of the fundraising
efforts included a quiz
in 2019 (that we hoped
could be annual event
before COVID-19) as
well as online project
during lockdown called
#BugaramaWalkToSchool.
People were asked post
a photo of themselves
completing 2 kilometers
by walking/cycling/
running and so on. To
then use the hashtag
#BugaramaWalkToSchool,
tag a few friends to invite
them to take part and to
donate to RSVP.
We hope that fundraising
can continue and expand
as we hope to come out of
lockdown.

Fundraising Quiz 2019 Poster

Image 1 - Original race inspiring #BugaramaWalkToSchool

Image 2 - Fundraising Quiz

www.rsvpcharity.org.uk

2

2005

RSVP Newsletter

Village School

RSVP Newsletter
3

Mihabura has even more exciting news with a big
transformation...
An issue that the town of Bugarama has always
had is that the 5 oversubscribed primary school
fed into only 2 secondary schools which by no
surprise were even more oversubscribed.
This has a negative impact on the quality of
education that students can gain and drop out
rates. This is why its always been so important
that RSVP sponsor pupils to high quality
boarding-style secondary school.

To address this issue the Rwandan government
has invested in more class room as the Mihabura
primary school site has been transformed into a
secondary school too. So it will now be a mixed
primary and secondary school.
The expansion has meant two story buildings.
What a difference with the classrooms at the
Mihabura site a decade ago! (Images 4, 5 and 6)

Image 5 - Mihabura’s expansion this year

Image 4 - Standard of Mihabura primary school
classrooms in 2011

Image 6

