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Creating “Aid Free” generation through Education 

 

1. Daily Porridge at Mihabura at £0.09/Child: n=976  
 

2. Daily Meals at Mihabura at £0.40/Child: n=76  
 

3. Total Secondary School Sponsorships 2007 to 2014: n=66  
 

4. University Sponsorships in 2014: n=2  
 

5. The JMP & Cultural Landscape Heritage Program   
 

6. HIV Awareness yearly Trip: n=86  

 

Annual 
Budget? 

   About £37K..! 
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In September 2014 Harlaw Academy, 

Aberdeen, further strengthened its 

partnership links with RSVP Charity and 

Mihabura Primary School in Bugarama.   

 

A group of 4 senior pupils and 2 members of 

staff spent 2 weeks in Rwanda with the 

following aims: 

 Building and strengthening the 

relationship between Harlaw Academy and 

Mihabura staff and pupils. 

 Spending time interacting with pupils at 

Mihabura primary School. 

 Helping with RSVP Charity’s porridge-

feeding programme at Mihabura Primary 

School. 

 Meeting the 5 pupils sponsored by Harlaw 

Academy. 

 Gaining an insight into the living and 

working conditions of the families of the 5 

pupils sponsored by Harlaw Academy. 

 Supporting a building project in the 

Bugarama community. 

 

In addition, due to the official endorsement of 

the partnership between the 2 schools by the 

British Council, one of the teachers worked 

collaboratively with staff at Mihabura with 

several aims under the following headings: 

 Young People’s learning 

 Improving teaching through international 

collaboration 

 Equitable and sustainable partnership 

 

The success of the above aims is difficult to 

measure in words; images of the activities 

come close to reflecting the experiences, but 

for all members of the group this was a 

memorable, challenging and rewarding 

opportunity. 
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Throughout the visit they demonstrated resilience, 

courage and maturity beyond their years and were 

outstanding ambassadors for Harlaw Academy, their 

families and for Scotland. 

 

One of the Harlaw teachers focussed on the aims agreed 

in the British Council application.  She found that the 

teachers were receptive to her ideas and particularly 

interested in some of the “Assessment is for Learning” 

strategies such as “traffic lighting” and “no hands up”. 

 

She also took the opportunity to promote a “Rights 

Respecting School” ethos with one of the Mihabura 

teachers who leads a “Justice and Peace” club.  

 

She found that the level of spoken English varied among 

the Mihabura staff, but since the visit there have been 

preparations made for intensive work in this area so that 

Rwandan staff who visit Aberdeen in the future do not 

feel disadvantaged through lack of English language. 

 

 

  

 

The feedback from Harlaw pupils on 

their return from Rwanda 

demonstrates the impact the visit 

has made on them as individuals. 

 

 They were humbled by the gratitude 

shown by the children and their families 

for the support given by Harlaw Academy 

and RSVP charity, especially given the 

relatively small cost involved in relation to 

the difference the sponsorship was 

making to the families;  

 They were shocked by the level of poverty 

and the living conditions, but impressed 

by how content the people appeared 

despite this;  

 They were appalled by the lack of 

classroom resources yet impressed by the 

teaching and learning achieved despite 

this; 

 They appreciated the impact that the 

RSVP feeding programme has made to 

the Mihabura results in the Rwandan 

National Tests;  

 They admitted to feeling much more 

appreciative of everything they have; and 

 They realised the importance of an 

education in relation to escaping from 

poverty and the value of a free education. 

The Harlaw pupils spent time playing with 

the children,  sitting in on lessons,  

attempting tests in class and pouring 

porridge . 
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The group is more committed than ever 

to the partnership between Harlaw 

Academy, Mihabura Primary School and 

RSVP charity and have suggested several 

ways to develop it. 

 

They plan to encourage the Harlaw 

community to: 

 Continue to donate to the fund-raising 

opportunities 

 Promote further visits to Rwanda by 

Harlaw pupils and staff, and  

 Promote more curricular links between 

pupils in both schools. 

 

As a result of the support from the British 

Council a reciprocal visit by the Head Teacher 

at Mihabura is in the early stages of planning 

and will likely become a reality in 2015.   

 

This is an exciting and daunting prospect for 

both Harlaw Academy and Mihabura Primary 

School which, in addition to forging the 

partnership, will provide the Harlaw 

community with the opportunity to host the 

visit, share the culture and welcome the 

guests as warmly as the Harlaw group has 

been welcomed to Bugarama. 

They also spent time meeting the families , attending church services, visiting a clinic for malnourished babies and their families and much more. 
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Looking for links with Bugarama schools ? 

Please speak to Mrs Aileen Hunter, retired Depute 
Head Teacher at Harlaw Academy and RSVP Trustee. 

aileen@rsvpcharity.org.uk   

The Harlaw 

pupils also  

spent time 

supporting a 

building 

project for 

families 

affected by the 

genocide and 

buying goats 

for the families 

of our 

sponsored 

children 

mailto:aileen@rsvpcharity.org.uk
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RSVP, in conjunction with HATW and 

MAD, have been sponsoring children for 

many years. 

 

We now have 1 graduate studying for a 

Masters Degree, 6 at University (some still 

with UK sponsors) and 7 pupils currently sitting 

their End of School exams, hoping for a 

University place next year.  

 

The 6 S4 and 8 S5 pupils are now specialising in 

a reduced range of subjects, while the 11 S3, 

10 S2 and 21 S1 pupils study a broad range of 

subjects, all thanks to UK sponsors who make 

their studies possible.   

 

Of all these children, only 2 failed to score 

above 50% in their 2nd term exams with 

several in the top places in their classes.  

When you consider that none of these children 

would have had the opportunity to study and 

improve their chances in life, you realise what 

a wonderful thing we are doing. 

 

Through Education today, it is hoped that 

Bugarama will no longer need our aid in the 

future, but for now, we continue to run our 

sponsorship programme year on year. RSVP 

has committed to sponsoring a minimum of 11 

pupils each year.  

 

For 2015, Inverurie Academy has committed to 

sponsoring the children from their partner 

school, Kibangira and 4 people have kindly 

come forward, interested in sponsoring 

children from January. 

 We are now looking for 5 more people, 

families, groups …. as a minimum.  

 

 Last year, we successfully managed to sponsor 

an amazing 21 pupils – so please, spread the 

word and ask your friends to look into their 

hearts and purses, and find £15 a month to 

make a brighter future for more children. 

 

For those already sponsoring children, I 

encourage you once again to build up a 

relationship with your child through 

correspondence.   

 

The next chance for letters to be sent out is 

mid December. So I would ask that any letters 

reach me, by post or e-mail, by the end of 

November please. 

We are 5 sponsors short for Jan 2015: Can you help please?  

 Cost: £15/month for 6 years; 

 Fair, open and democratic selection process; 

 The sponsored child sends a letter and school report each term. 

Think you can help? Mrs Kath Dean, RSVP  Trustee, would love to 

hear from you : kath@rsvpcharity.org.uk .   Thank you. 

Marc, pictured with parents on his undergraduate graduation day (July 2014). 

His sponsor very kindly funded the graduation cost (£331), which included 

buying graduation outfit for the trio (Marc & his parents) and party with 

Kibangira Primary school pupils. Considering his background (see house), it’s 

amazing that, through sponsorship, he can  now dare to dream .  

mailto:kath@rsvpcharity.org.uk


 
 

Hands Around The World Jersey is the charity arm, 

in the island of Jersey, of the UK- registered 

charitable trust of the same name.  Since 2007 HATW 

Jersey has provided a network for past team members, 

present sponsors and future volunteers to keep 

supporting the work of the charity and to continue and 

develop links with particular communities in Africa. 

 

We are a small group of volunteers who have become 

passionate about supporting friends we have got to know 

through project visits to communities in Africa. Through 

spending time with communities we have seen for 

ourselves how people are working hard to improve their 

own lives through better facilities in schools, clinics and 

training centres. Some of us keep coming back to work 

alongside our friends on further new developments; 

others continue their support by sponsoring children or 

helping to finance other initiatives in the community. 

 

We started working in Bugarama in south west Rwanda 

in 2010 when a small team of volunteers went to help 

build to help build classrooms for Muko School as part of 

its programme to develop secondary education.  

 

Since then volunteers have returned each year in 

November to assist with renovating classrooms and 

teaching English. We have also tried to support the 

establishment of a Nursery class at Muko School and 

funded teachers’ salaries and fees for disadvantaged 

children. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In 2015 we will be helping with the 

redevelopment of Mihabura School by 

providing finance for up to four new 

classrooms.  

 

We shall send the money to enable the 

school to employ contractors for the major 

building work. The school is planning to 

involve local volunteers from the community 

in tasks such as carrying bricks, water and 

mixing cement for the building team.  

 

Then, in November 2015, a small team of 

volunteers from Jersey, supplemented by 

others from Aberdeen, will spend three to 

four weeks in Bugarama helping to paint and 

finish off the project.   

We hope to have a big celebration to mark 

the opening of the new facilities for the new 

school year in 2016.   

 

We are already looking towards a further 

collaboration with Mihabura in 2016, subject 

to securing the necessary funding from the 

Jersey government.  

 

HATW Jersey is fortunate to be able to call 

upon the support of the Jersey Overseas Aid 

Commission to provide the finance to enable 

our projects to proceed.   

 

Jersey is a Crown Dependency with its own 

independent government which has an 

annual budget for grant aid, emergency relief 

and support for local charities such as our 

own working in developing countries.  A HATW Jersey volunteer posing in his locally made outfit. 
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The Commission has provided match funding 

on a £ for £ basis for many of our projects as 

well as larger grants for building projects such 

as Mihabura classrooms.  

 

In addition our volunteers aim to raise 

significant sums through their own fundraising 

efforts.  

 

Our activities have included Quiz nights, talent 

shows, Sixties Music Nights, car boot sales, pub 

collections, supermarket bag packing sessions, 

raffles and many more.  

 

In this way our friends and families as well as 

many other local people in Jersey have 

contributed to our projects even though they 

are unable to find the time to visit our African 

communities themselves.  

We will be talking to the school leaders in 

Mihabura about the best ways to use these 

funds for the benefit of the school. 

 

It has been said that work is love made visible 

– the work is very important, but we want our 

volunteers to hold out the genuine hand of 

friendship.  

 

Our hands around the world may get grubby 

and blistered, they may need to hold a sick 

child or comfort a grieving parent, they may 

sometimes just be asked to hold the hand of 

another; but there is always more to these 

hands than practical help alone. 

 

We believe that the best way to understand a 

country’s problems is to understand the needs 

of its people. 

We expect our volunteers to: 

 Spend time preparing for their project,  

 Learn about the place of which they will for a 

short time become part, and then we want 

that learning curve to continue, not just during 

the project but afterwards. 

 Question injustice and unfairness;  

 Understand the problems of the developing 

world and see how sometimes others can 

exacerbate these problems;  

 And then, most of all, we want our 

volunteers to be determined to be part of the 

solution. Our motto is: Giving a hand, not 

a hand-out. 

 

 

 

A successful fundraising event was held in 

Aberdeen on 15th November 2014.  

 

Volunteers from Harlaw Academy, Kemnay 

Academy and Trinity Church Aberdeen very 

kindly packed bags for Berryden Road 

Sainsbury shoppers from 10am to 4pm.  

 

The magnificent sum of £1,214.43 was raised 

for RSVP.  

We would like to say a big thank you to 

everyone who came out to help.  

 

 Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk                                                      Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mrs A Hunter, Mrs K Deans, Dr P Akintade, Mr D Tulloch, Dr S Mbarushimana 
6 

Exploring joining the team in Nov 2015? 

Please speak to Mr Mike Haden, HATW Jersey 
Trustee and Team leader for 2015 trip. 

m.haden@gov.je   

Have a fundraising idea? 

Please speak to any trustee or otherwise please 
email simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk  

mailto:m.haden@gov.je
mailto:simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk

