Creating “Aid Free” generation through Education
1. Daily Porridge at Mihabura at £0.09/Child: n=1,008

Annual
Budget?

2. Daily Meals at Mihabura at £0.40/Child: n=76
3. Total Secondary School Sponsorships 2007 to 2015: n=80
4. University Sponsorships in 2015: n=4

About £37K..!

5. The JMP & Cultural Landscape Heritage Program
6. HIV Awareness yearly Trip: n=86

RSVP is a Scottish Charity dedicated to enabling Bugarama children to change their lives through education. In this edition, we highlight
infrastructure boost in Ryankana and Mihabura primary schools worth £45,000 and other significant educational developments.

£15,000 worth classroom funded by Kintore rotary and Kemnay Academy now in use

The very best classrooms on site,
funded by Kintore Rotary Club and
Kemnay Academy, were inaugurated
on 20 June 2016.
Please see our May 2016 Newsletter
for the background on this project
to appreciate what this means for
children using these classrooms,
teachers, parents and the
community as whole:
http://rsvpcharity.org.uk/media/108
70/rsvp-may-2016-newsletter.pdf

269 Primary 1 students (age 7) use
those 2 classrooms in 4 daily shifts.

The 2 classrooms cost 13 985 325 Rwandan Francs (RFW). The budget
presented by the school was 14 715 876 RFW. Does your organization build
a classroom for less than this money? If so, we would please like to hear from
you simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk Equally if you pay more, perhaps you should
review your procedures! Full spending was sent to the donor on 18 Sep 2016.
Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk
October 2016

Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mr F Kaneza, Mrs K Deans, Dr P Akintade, Dr S Mbarushimana
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Due to savings on the budget, head teacher
Jacqueline and her team decided to secure the
school by building a fence.
Ryankana was so lucky to build at the time the
British Pound (£) had very favourable exchange
rate. So, a combination of the budget surplus

Fence built from budget
surplus and favorable
exchange rate

and exchange rate meant Ryankana could afford
to pay for the fence (1 432 700 RFW), a sign the
current generation are working hard to make the
old stereotype of aid misuse a thing of the past!

Only 6 months after Hands Around the World (Jersey)

Mihabura are basketball Champions of Rusizi District – August 2016

grant to build the only basketball pitch in Bugarama area,
Mihabura primary school assembled a boys’ team which
won the Rusizi district basketball competition on 20

22 April 2016

August 2016.

History was truly made and Rwanda’s national
newspaper – Imvaho – published the story on 25

Demolition of old unsafe
mudbrick classrooms

August 2016. I was fortunate to see the team train and
win the cup for the school! Well done boys…!

Since the arrival of Catriona, an 18 year old from
Aberdeen on gap year, girls have now stared to use the
Boys’ team - 20 Aug 16: The
winning coach is 2nd from
right back raw (white top)

pitch. Please read Ms Catriona Young’s daily blog for
more details:
https://rsvpcharitybugarama.wordpress.com/2016/10/1
2/tuesday-11th-of-october/
The captain lifts
the cup - 20 Aug 16

Girls now using the
pitch – 11 Oct 16

Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk
October 2016

Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mr F Kaneza, Mrs K Deans, Dr P Akintade, Dr S Mbarushimana
2

Phase 2 Infrastructure Project in Mihabura worth 31 698 293 RWF now underway…!

The background to this story is
worth revisiting just to appreciate
what this means for Mihabura
pupils, teachers, parents and
community as whole:
http://rsvpcharity.org.uk/media/108
66/rsvp-jan-2016-newsletter.pdf
After Phase 2 building project, the
“new” Mihabura will absolutely
bear no resemblance whatsoever to
the old, which had dilapidated
crumbling down classrooms!

Students helping on the
School
children
building
sitehelping
at the building site
4 Oct 16

Providing employment
to men and women

The ~ £30,000 project is for 4 new
classrooms and 1 ICT hall.

Unlike some cultures, this is not child
exploitation! Parents & community
agree children can do age specific
tasks to help.

Pupils encouraged to be charitable – Sep/Oct 2016
Unlike some popular misconceptions, people do actually help one
another at local level, albeit not through standardised and nationally
registered charitable framework such as in the West.
Contrary to the latter framework which is excellent in terms of tax
relief to the donor and Gift Aid to charities, giving in poor countries
is more less an extra tax.
Indeed the responsibility and burden of the only child or a few who
happen to have a job (and hence monthly wage) are truly
indescribable! Here, I am probably speaking from personal
experience which is shared by so many in Rwanda and abroad.
In Mihabura, on 14 October 2016, P6 students bought and gave 2
chicken to one of their peers who needed help and on 7 Sep 2016 P5
students provided uniform to one of their peers.
This is not unique to Mihabura. Other schools have similar events
each term. Home teachers, in this case Elysee, Samson and Radjabu,

Boy receives from head girl chicken
gift. Grandmother present.

guide children in the selection process but the idea comes from
children themselves.
Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk
October 2016

Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mr F Kaneza, Mrs K Deans, Dr P Akintade, Dr S Mbarushimana
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Government grants a piano to Mihabura
as reward for outstanding exam results

In June 2016 Mihabura Primary school received a piano from Rwanda Education Board
(REB) as a reward for its excellent national test results. Only 5 high achieving primary
schools in the district were selected (all 12 years basic education automatically got one).
The music curriculum both in primary and secondary schools is still under development but
it seems REB is putting building blocks in place step by step.
Mihabura also received 160 student laptops from REB in April 2016. With new ICT hall,
these will soon be accessible and used by students and staff.

Piano received from Rwanda
Education Board in June 2016.

Fighting malnutrition through early child education: 20 poorest boys/girls sponsored to attend nursery for ~ £2.3K/year

The Rwandan government, aware of the importance of
early childhood education, aims to enrol 30% of 3-6

Japhet has a fee paying child in
Muko nursery

year olds in nurseries by 2017. UNICEF Rwanda agrees.
Muko nursery, at a Roman Catholic Church ground,
started in 2010 and had support from HATW in 2013.
Though there are ongoing efforts to widen access,
nurseries rather remain a luxury for the “well off”. In
2016 school year, Muko nursery has had 36 fee paying
students and 20 sponsored students democratically
selected from poorest families.
Fulgence Kaneza, working with all stakeholders, has
put in place a very sound administrative framework
which details roles/responsibilities, selection of
poorest children and caterer as well as clear day to
day management structure (Click HERE to request a copy).

Due to administrative difficulties, HATW aid stopped in

September 2015 hence RSVP had to step in, not only to

A clear management structure was
designed by Mr Fulgence Kaneza after
consultation with all stakeholders

set up administrative framework, but also to support
the 20 poorest students. Using restricted fund, RSVP
has paid 1,080,000RFW for the 1st and 2nd term.
It’s very clear sponsoring the 20 poorest students
prevents malnutrition and extends early education to
the poorest! This scheme will cost ~£7,000 in 3 years.
If you can help, please email simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk

Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk
October 2016
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