Creating “Aid Free” generation through Education
1. Daily Porridge at Mihabura (P1 to P5 pupils): n=1,008 (£17K)

Annual
Budget?

2. Daily Meals at Mihabura (P6 pupils & Teachers): n=76 (£5K)
3. Secondary School Sponsorships: n=40 (£8K)

About £35K..! 4. University Sponsorships: n=2 (£1K)
5. The Jean Main Program: n=100 (£2K)
6. HIV Awareness yearly Trip: n=86 (£1K)
RSVP is a Scottish Charity dedicated to enabling Bugarama children to change their lives through education. In this edition, we
highlight the burgeoning “free” skill transfer scheme, NMP (Milking Cow) Program and gifts that alight the face of the poor.

Free Medical skill Transfer: Trip to Rwanda
Patrick Fitch, Anna Lithgow and I went to Rwanda in January
for 2 weeks. It was Patrick’s second trip to Rwanda but for
Anna and I it was our first time, and for me it was my first
experience in sub-sahara Africa.
Our main aim was to explore how RSVP could helpfully get
involved in medical teaching.
We travelled around quite a lot and managed to see a
significant amount of the country. Between us we visited
hospitals and health centres in Kigali, Butare, Musanze,
Kibigora, Kabgayi, Gihundwe and Bugarama.
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We did a mixture of lectures and bedside teaching with
medical students and doctors. On the whole this part of out
trip went well and the doctors there were enthusiastic and
very happy to see us.

However, as it was only a short trip, it clearly had its limitations.
In particular there were obvious language difficulties and the fact
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that their health care needs and priorities are quite different
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from ours meant our teaching was not always entirely
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appropriate.
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We also had the chance to meet several of the RSVP sponsored
children and their families.
We met Frida, Charlotte, Marcel, Anaclet and Jean-Pierre.
All were
.

doing well
and enjoying

Any Subtitles xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

school.

Charlotte’s family home has 2
basic rooms for 6 brothers & 2
parents. Living room is bare
with only a small table & some
writing on the walls. Brothers
would sleep in the living room.
As she is the only girl, she gets
her own room – a thin
mattress on the ground. Very
proudly showed me her room.
Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk

Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mrs K Deans, Mr Drew Tulloch, Dr S Mbarushimana

We had the opportunity to attend the Sunday church service in
Bugarama. This was completely different to any service I have
previously attended!
The music and singing was superb and the whole congregation
appeared to be thoroughly enjoying themselves!
The church leaders welcomed us warmly and held a meeting with us
after the service.
After this we managed to go for a swim in the Rusizi river. Locals
found the sight of ‘Muzungus’ in the water highly entertaining!
I was lucky enough to spend some time at Mihabura School
and Japhet, the head teacher, was instrumental in the
organization of our trip.
I was able to sit in on an English lesson and see first hand how
eager the children are to learn. I also saw the children receiving
their porridge which they all enjoyed.
Overall we all thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Rwanda. It is an
incredible country with so much to offer. The people are
extremely friendly and inspiring, and the countryside is
stunning.
Further medical trips are planned with RSVP and I hope they all
continue to be a success.
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Access to good education is vitally important. However, from what I
saw, in order to benefit from education a child also needs food,
shelter and a supportive environment. Unfortunately, across the
world there are still many children who do not have access to these
3 basic things that I, and perhaps you too, so often take for granted.
Contact: simon@rsvpcharity.org.uk

Trustees: Mrs J Main, Mrs K Deans, Mr Drew Tulloch, Dr S Mbarushimana

The Nicol-McCoull Program (NMP): both cows are 2 months into their second gestation and are milking

The initial investment was £3500. Arrangements such as
amount of milk to add in porridge and order in which
families and teachers will get their cow are still debated
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As shown on table above, about 50% of sponsored
children families and 25% of Mihabura teachers will
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At the moment, the daily milk output is 10 liters. This is being sold on credit
on open market pending agreement of the management arrangements.

Gifts to the School- 2 Dell 2 years old computers
These 2 computers were donated by an engineering company
from Aberdeen, Scotland, UK.
So far there is really nothing like IT Department at the school.
All we do is simply collect reasonably functioning computers
and laptops to help the school and RSVP in basic administration
and data processing.
For example, no formal IT classes take place neither for
teachers or pupils.
But as RSVP collects high volume of data and photographs such
gifts have saved Japhet from travelling to Kamembe to email
out documents.
.
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Gifts to the School – from West Dyke Junior club Aberdeen

West Dyke Junior club kindly donated both sets – Thank you.
Mihabura School, in it’s now 3 sets of football kits, will play two very
These gifts, though they don’t solve the greatest problem these pupils good teams on afternoon of 29 May 2013.
face, they certainly do one tremendous thing – they put a smile on
their face….

The only missing bit is that they don’t have boots as yet..!
The first game is against their bitter rival Muko School and the second game
will be against Harlaw Academy, Aberdeen.
Looking at the visitors team selection (Harlaw Academy), which includes:
 Auntie Jean (picture left) – a lone striker,
Mrs Hunter, deputy headteacher, at the heart of defense, and
Simon - goalkeeper (picture below), Sky and Sentanta channels are in for
record viewers on 29 May 2013….!

Sincere Apologies for a
disappointing website service

The charity website has been down now for about 6 months. We would like to
sincerely apologize for the inconvenience caused, i.e. being redirected to the very old
website dating in 2008. Someone is kindly fixing this at present. Bear with us please.
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